
Dear Governor Jay Inslee,

I am writing to you regarding actions to save the Endangered Southern Resident Orcas, also known as J, K, and L Pods. 

Along with people across the world, I am moved by the very sad and disturbing news of mother Southern Resident Orca 
(aka SRKWs) Tahlequah (J35) carrying and mourning her dead calf for over 17 days, approximately 1,000 miles; followed 
soon after by the reported presumed death of 3.5 year old Scarlet (J50). And at the beginning of this new year it was an-
nounced that two more SRKWs, Princess Angeline (J17) and Scoter (K35) are predicted to die due to starvation. These cur-
rent events bring to light how crucial it is to prevent this iconic Endangered species from going extinct. While it was good to 
see emergency measures by NOAA to attempt to save J50’s life, we must consider the indicators that scientists have brought 
attention to for many years. 

Ken Balcomb, Founder and Senior Scientist, Center for Whale Research stated “...this Endangered population are depen-
dent upon Chinook salmon for their primary food source. (Referring to Tahlequah’s calf) This baby whale (and 100% of the 
pregnancies in the past three years) failed to be viable because the mothers do not have sufficient food. Period. We’ve got 
at most five more years of reproductive life in this population to make it happen, but if we don’t do it in those five years, it 
isn’t going to happen.” 

The Southern Resident Orcas are literally starving to death due to lack of their primary food source, Endangered 
Chinook Salmon, that rely upon historic spawning habitat within the lower Snake River region. Lack of this crucial food 
source exacerbates the other anthropogenic impacts considered by your Southern Resident Recovery and Task Force (Task 
Force).
 
The Task Force failed to recommend the bold action, immediate breaching of the 4 Lower Snake River Dams (4LSRDs) 
necessary to save these endangered whales while disregarding public input. In its Summary of Public Comments on 9/24 
Report, the Task Force notes that the most prevalent comment received, of the 994 total comments relating to hydropower, 
called for dam removal. Indeed, 36.7 percent— or 365 comments—said “breach the lower Snake River dams,” while an 
additional 10.4 percent—or 103 comments—said to “prioritize and remove dams in general.” 

I am gravely disappointed with some of the recommendations you released on November 16th, especially your support of 
Task Force Recommendation 9, for stakeholder process to further discuss the potential breaching or removal of the 4LSRDs. 
This only delays action that should be taken immediately. 

The government efforts to save the Chinook Salmon and Endangered Southern Resident Orcas are failing and costing 
billions in taxpayer dollars.There is no need to fund the CRSO/EIS process which would take too long. Army Corps of 
Engineers can supplement the 2002 Environmental Impact Statement promptly and use Alternative 4 to breach the lower 
4 Snake River Dams starting in winter 2018/19. Waddell, Twa and others have demonstrated that the 2002 EIS can be used 
to breach these dams and they have created Appendix D that would reduce the cost of breaching by $600Million. No new 
authorities are needed to place these dams in “non-operational” status; the Corps can do so immediately if they are asked. 

Please ask the Army Corps to begin breaching as follows:
Army Corps of Engineers can supplement the 2002 Environmental Impact Statement promptly and use Alternative 4 to 
breach the lower 4 Snake River Dams by Spring 2019. 
1) Prepare Supplemental EIS materials & Record of Decision.
2) Prepare/Solicit/Award Cost-Type Contract for Excavation
3) Lower Granite draw-down begins.
4) Controlled hydraulic breach of Lower Granite Little Goose drawdown begins.
5) Lower Granite & Little Goose breached. 70 miles of Free Snake River.

The fate of the last 74 Endangered Southern Resident Orcas is in your hands. I urge you to do everything possible to save  
these magnificent beings from the brink of extinction. As highest level of priority, I request that you take actual bold action 
as described, Alternative 4 to breach the 4 LowerSnake River Dams by Spring 2019.

Additional Comments:..................................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please kindly respond to let me know what you will do for the Endangered Southern Resident Orcas.

Sincerely, 
......................................................................................................

From: NAME ......................................................................................
  
MAILING ADDRESS..........................................................................

 ..........................................          .......................    ...............................
CITY                                              STATE             POSTAL CODE

 ........................................................................
COUNTRY

DATE: .............................

To:
Governor Jay Inslee
Office of the Governor
PO Box 40002
Olympia, WA 98504-0002

Lt. General Todd T Semonite
Headquarters
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street NW
Washington, DC 20314-1000


